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Notice of Privacy Practices (Brief Version)
THIS NOTICE DESCRIBES HOW MEDICAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU MAY BE USED AND DISCLOSED, AND HOW YOU CAN GET ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATION. PLEASE REVIEW IT CAREFULLY.

Our commitment to your privacy

We believe confidentiality is an essential feature of the counseling process.  We maintain very strict standards of confidentiality in our practice, and we do everything we can to guard the privacy of clients.  We commend the laws that are designed to protect your personal health information.  This is a shorter version of our full, required notice of privacy practices.  After you have read these notices, we ask you to sign a Consent to Receive Treatment form to let us know you understand our privacy policy.
How we use and disclose your protected health information
Obviously, we primarily use the information about you to provide you with treatment.  We may also use certain information about you to arrange for payment for our services.  There might be other, less ordinary ways we use your information for other business activities that are called health care operations in the law.

Disclosing your health information without your consent

There are some times when the laws require us to use or share your information.  These are not common.  For example:

1. We must share information with the proper authorities when there is a suspected or     
reported serious threat to your or another person’s health and safety or to the 
public. 
2. We must share information when there is suspected or reported child abuse.
3. We must share information when we are required by legal or court proceedings.
We are eager to discuss any questions you have about how we handle your privacy.  Please contact our privacy officer, who is Jonathan Kelley and can be reached by phone at: 910-452-7370








           The effective date of this notice is: 4/28/09
